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Christ is risen!
May 6, 2012
4th Sunday of Pascha
Sunday of the Paralytic
Righteous Job the Longsuffering



8:50am – Order of Confession, Hours
9:30am – Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 9:32-43
Gospel: John 5:1-15



Church School



Fellowship – Please come downstairs
following Liturgy for Coffee Hour,
provided by children & grandchildren of
Theodore and Valentina Benda in
honor of their 71st Anniversary of
Marriage.
Happy
Anniversary!
Mnogaya Leta!

Schedule of Services
SATURDAY, MAY 12
6:00pm – Great Vespers, Confessions
SUNDAY, MAY 13
9:10am – Hours, Confession
9:30am – Divine Liturgy

The Afterlife
The British actor Ricky Gervais has become popular in
the United States, partly because he created the original
version of the popular TV sitcom “The Office.” Being
interviewed to promote a movie, he was quoted as saying
that he is “a skeptic across the board of ghosts and elves
and ESP and the afterlife.”
Elves and the afterlife? These really don't fit together unless
you believe that they can be lumped with ghosts and ESP, and
that the whole “lump” can then be conveniently dismissed as
childish superstition, unworthy of a second thought.
But for Christian believers, the “afterlife” is something to be
thought about and prepared for during every minute of life. It
has nothing to do with elves, and in fact we would normally
speak of “eternal life” rather than an “afterlife” because our life
with God begins here and now, and continues after our earthly
life ends.
Perhaps some people want to dismiss the thought of
eternal life because they have a wrong idea of what it is. They
may believe, and may have been taught, that God intends
either to punish or reward each of us, or that evildoers will be
cut off forever from Him.
But the early Church never taught that God is out to punish.
Jesus assures us, in John 14:2, that He prepares a blessed
place for us, not punishment. And the prayer “O Heavenly
King” tells us that God's Spirit is “everywhere present and fills
all things.” So we can never be cut off from God; He is with us
always and in all places. As the psalmist asked (Psalm 139),
“Where can I go away from Your Spirit?”
Thus in one way, our eternal destinies as human beings are
identical: we will all be with God. Yet there is a difference, and

Intercessory Prayer
THE LIVING:

Eva Benda, Valentina Benda, Cathryn
Christensen, Olga DeMay, Marianne
Guagenti, George Hook, Peter Mazula,
Walter Milk, Helen Pirniak, Stephen & Lillian
Sokol, Faith Verona, Elizabeth Zuber, Olga
Stecher.
THE DEPARTED:

Peter Kalada, Benedict Benda, Georgette
Saba, Matilda Skripak, Andrew Bacsik, Helen
Pawlush, Mary Milk, Antonina Rotko, Helen
Cotrone, June Bianchini, Marianne Benda.
the difference is that for some His presence will
be eternal joy, and for others it will be eternal
torment. For those who want to be with Him,
eternity will truly be bliss; it will be heaven. For
those who do not want God in their lives (and
perhaps never have wanted Him) it will be hell.
We ask in every worship service to be granted
a “good defense before the dread judgment seat
of Christ.” Our common human destiny includes
standing before that seat of judgment; the
experience is in store for all of us. But the eternal
experience of life in God's presence will not be
the same for everyone.
Our life in this world can already be the beginning
of the glorious, joyful life of the Kingdom if we
strive to make it so. We can live in a way that
brings us into communion with the Holy Spirit that
“fills all things” in our world. Then eternal life will
be a continuation of life in communion with God.
Of course it's also possible to choose
differently and to ignore or reject God's call to
communion. Then, for sure, eternal life in His
loving presence—a presence we turned away
from—will be horrible. It is a clear and urgent
choice. No elves, no ghosts, no ESP—but a
matter of life or death.

Today’s Memorial Offering
 Sanctuary Lamp – in memory of
Joseph Macinsky, on Anniversary of his
Repose – by Mary Macinsky.
 Triple Candelabra & Candles on the
Altar – in memory of Benedict Benda, on
Anniversary of his Birth.
 St.
Nicholas
in memory– of
 Bread and
Wine
for theCross
Holy –Eucharist
in
DeMay, on
Anniversary
of her and
Repose
memory of Eva
the departed
members
of Nahosh
Padla–
b Terry
D M Cimbolic.
F il
Families – by

Announcements
 On Sunday, May 20th at 12:00 Noon St. Mary’s
Carpatho-Russian Church (89 W 29th Street, Bayonne,
NJ) will host their Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Chinese
Auction. Everyone is invited. For tickets please see Olga
DeMay, or call MaryAnn Hudak at 201-823-0305.
 Coffee Hour sponsors are needed. Please sign
up at the candle desk.
 Food Pantry donations are always accepted.
Place your non-perishable items in blue bins downstairs.
 Stop&Shop, A&P and ShopRite Shopping
Cards available at the candle-stand. Do your shopping
as you always do it, and help our church raise funds at
no additional cost to you.


Welcome Visitors

We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy. It is
our joy to have you with us today. If this is your first
visit to our parish, we welcome you and invite you to
return as often as you are able.
While Holy Communion may only be received by
prepared Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox
guests are welcome to join us in venerating the
Cross, receiving blessed bread at the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy and for fellowship in our Church
Hall after the service.

