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Christ is risen!
May 15, 2011
4th Sunday of Pascha
Paralytic


9:30am – Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 9:32-42
Gospel: John 5:1-15



Fellowship - Please come downstairs
following Liturgy for Coffee Hour,
provided by Benda Family in honor of
70th Anniversary of Marriage of
Theodore and Valentina Benda. Happy
Anniversary, Ted & Val! Mnogaya Leta!

Schedule of Services *

* Please note that there will be no Vespers

on Saturday May 21st.
SUNDAY, MAY 22
9:30am - Divine Liturgy

Visit us online at:
www.SsPeterAndPaulBayonne.org

What It Means to Love a Child
On May 16 we remember Saint Vitus, the young son of a
prominent Sicilian father. Vitus' tutor Modestus and his
governess Crescentia taught him the Christian faith, and
gave him an example of Christlike love.
When they saw that Vitus' father was forcibly attempting to turn
the boy from Christianity, Modestus and Crescentia took him,
in secret, to another part of Italy. There they lived quietly,
hoping to protect Vitus from the persecution of Christians,
ordered by the Emperor Diocletian, that was raging around
them.
Vitus refused to hide his faith. He soon became well-known
throughout the region where they lived, healing some people
and converting others to the faith. But such notoriety was
dangerous. Vitus was arrested and tortured. Though he was
unharmed by many of his ordeals, he finally gave his life for
the faith, as did the two who loved him so much, Crescentia
and Modestus. All three martyrs died peacefully and even
joyfully.
The recent movie "Rabbit Hole" is about a mother and father
who also had a child they loved and wanted to protect. But
they have had the terrible experience of being unable to keep
their four-year-old son from harm. The movie begins some
months after the boy has been killed by a car while running
into the street to chase his dog.
We see that the mother, Becca, is shutting herself off from
others when she refuses a neighbor's dinner invitation and
leaves family gatherings abruptly. Her husband Howie, on the
other hand, derives help from the bereavement group sessions
that Becca finds useless, and is frustrated by his wife's
rejection of his physical advances. He misses their son's dog,
which Becca has given to her mother. The two argue, accuse

Intercessory Prayer

Today’s Memorial Offering

THE LIVING:

Benedict and Eva Benda, Valentina Benda,
Cathryn Christensen, Olga DeMay, Marianne
Guagenti, George Hook, Andrew Koch, Peter
Mazula, Walter Milk, Helen Pirniak, Matilda
Skripak, Stephen and Lillian Sokol, Elizabeth
Zuber.
May God grant you Many Years!
THE DEPARTED:

 Sanctuary Lamp – in memory of Kathryn
Yendrey, on her Anniversary of Repose – by
Mary Macinsky.

Announcements

Helen Pawlush, Mary Milk, Antonina Rotko
Helen Cotrone, June Bianchini, Maryanne
Benda, Anne Verona, Steven Petronko.
 We welcome Archpriest Fr. John Nehrebecki who
Memory Eternal! Вечная Память!
served the Divine Liturgy today with us. While Fr. Igor is
away, please remember that Church phone is in service and
Happy 70!
Fr. Igor checks messages daily. In case of emergency,
Our prayers and best wishes to please contact Fr. Joseph Lickwar at 201 - 434 - 1986.
Valentina & Theodore Benda, who
 Coffee Hour Sponsors are needed. Have it in
celebrated their 70th Anniversary of
th
Marriage on May 4 . May God bless memory or in honor of your loved ones. Please sign-up at the
you and preserve you in health and candle desk.
happiness for Many, Many, Many
Years! Mnogaya Leta!
each other, and express their raw feelings and bewilderment in
hurtful ways. There are wrenching moments, as when they are
riding in the car and have to come to a sudden stop. Becca
instinctively reaches into the back seat to shield the child who once
would have been sitting in the car seat that Howie insists on keeping
there, over her objections.
But as the movie progresses, the mother and father come to new
understandings. The dog becomes part of the family again, and
Howie pampers it with food and affection, sometimes burying his
head in its neck and sobbing. The car seat is given away so that
Becca needn't see it anymore. When Becca reaches out to the
teenager who was driving the car that killed their son, Howie's initial
fury at her action eventually gives way to acceptance. He finds
himself unable to betray Becca with an attractive woman from the
bereavement group who, he knows, would welcome his attentions.
The movie's last scene shows the couple hosting the barbecue that
Becca, to Howie's great surprise, has suggested. Surrounded by
family and friends, they are finally able to see a future. They have
not found joy, or peace, but they are on the way.

Welcome Visitors
We welcome all visitors to our
Divine Liturgy. It is our joy to have
you with us today. If this is your first
visit to our parish, we welcome you
and invite you to return as often as
you are able.
While Holy Communion may
only be received by prepared
Orthodox Christians, our nonOrthodox guests are welcome to join
us in venerating the Cross, receiving
blessed bread at the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy and for fellowship
in our Church Hall after the service.

