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November 23, 2025 / 2nd Sunday of the Nativity Fast (Tone 7) 

 

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION IN TONE SEVEN 
 

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. / To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. / For the Myrrh-bearers Thou 

didst change weeping into joy, / and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, / to proclaim that Thou 

art risen, // granting the world great mercy.   
 

FESTAL TROPARION OF IN TONE FOUR 
 

Today is the prelude of the good will of God, / of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. / The Virgin appears 

in the Temple of God, / in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. / Let us rejoice and sing to her: / “Rejoice, O 

Fulfillment // of the Creator’s dispensation!“ 
 

TROPARION OF SS. GREGORY & AMPHILOCHIUS IN TONE FOUR 
 

O God of our Fathers, / always act with kindness towards us; / take not Thy mercy from us, / but guide our lives 

in peace // through the prayers of the hierarchs Gregory and Amphilochius! 
 

• Choir sings troparion of Apostles Peter & Paul 
 

• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL KONTAKION IN TONE SEVEN 
 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, / raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand, / 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race. // He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of 

all. 
 

• Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

FESTAL KONTAKION IN TONE FOUR 
 

The most pure Temple of the Savior; / the precious Chamber and Virgin; / the sacred Treasure of the glory of 

God, / is presented today to the house of the Lord. / She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, / therefore, the 

angels of God praise her: // “Truly this woman is the abode of Heaven!” 
 

PROKEIMENON IN TONE SEVEN 
 

The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless His people with peace. 

v. Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young rams to the Lord! 

Prokeimenon in Tone Three: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 
 

 



THE EPISTLE 
 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (2:14-22). 

 Brethren, for He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of 

separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, 

so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them both 

to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to 

you who were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the 

Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members 

of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 

being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
 

ALLELUIA IN TONE SEVEN 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

v. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High. 

v. To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night. 

v. Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline thine ear! 
 

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (12:16-21). 

       Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. And he 

thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do 

this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. ‘And I will 

say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which 

you have provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  

    

FESTAL MEGALYNARION IN TONE FOUR 
 

Instead of “It is Truly Meet …” the choir sings: 
 

v. The angels beheld the entrance of the Pure One and were amazed. How has the Virgin entered into the Holy of 

Holies? 
 

Since she is a living Ark of God / let no profane hand touch the Theotokos. / But let the lips of believers 

unceasingly sing to her, / praising her in joy with the angel’s song: // “Truly, thou art more exalted than all, O 

pure Virgin!” 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, 

and their words to the ends of the universe. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

SAINTS COMMEMORATED TODAY 
 

Commemorated on November 23: Afterfeast of the Entry of the All-Holy Virgin Mary into the Temple. St. 

Gregory, Bishop of Agrigentum; St. Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium; St. Sisinius the Confessor, Bishop of 

Cyzicus; Martyr Theodore of Antioch; St. Helenus, Bishop of Tarsus; Virgin-martyr Lucretia of Merida; St. 

Paternian, Bishop of Fano; St. Clement, 1st Bishop of Metz; St. Paulinus of Wales; St. Columbanus, Founder of 

Luxeuil Abbey and Bobbio Abbey; St. Wulfetrude, Abbess of Nivelles Abbey; St. Trudo, Abbot of Zirkingen 

Abbey, Apostle of Hesbaye; St. Alexander Nevsky, Prince of Novgorod, Grand Prince of Kiev & All Rus’; St. 

Metrophanes, Bishop of Voronezh; St. Anthony the Hesychast, of Subcarpathian Ruthenia. 

 

 



TODAY’S PARASTAS 
 

Parastas after Divine Liturgy is offered by the Galkin Family in memory of Juliana Martynenko (4th anniversary 

of repose). 
 

TODAY’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

Triple Candelabra offered by Fr. W. Sophrony Royer in memory of Raymond O. Royer. 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
 

5:00 PM (Saturday) – Great Vespers 

9:20 AM (Sunday) – Third Hour & Divine Liturgy 
 

PARISH NEWS AND LOCAL EVENTS 
 

(1) Information about St. Olga’s Closet, a ministry to provide material support to St. Tikhon’s seminarians, is 

available in the church vestibule. Please consider how you can help! Donated items may be left in the church hall. 

Another option is the donation of gift cards in increments of $25 from Amazon, Weis (supermarket), T.J. Maxx, 

and Target, which we can collect and mail to St. Olga’s Closet.  

(3) Today is "IOCC Sunday.” Your contributions using the "charity envelope" will be earmarked for the benefit 

of IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities). If you don't use church envelopes, put your offering in a 

plain envelope marked “IOCC Sunday.” A basket will also be set out after today’s Divine Liturgy. 

(3) The Annual Parish Meeting has been postponed to Sunday, December 14, 2025, after Divine Liturgy. 

(4) Our parish’s FOCA chapter is participating in the FOCA-sponsored “St. Nicholas Wish List Program,” which 

gives Christmas gifts to seminarian families at the OCA’s three seminaries. Our parish’s chapter has the Hamilton 

family from St. Vladimir’s Seminary as its gift recipient, and is requesting Amazon and Target gifts cards, and 

winter clothing in size 2T for the Hamiltons’ 1½-year-old daughter Nicholette. Donations can be given to Marge 

Kovach by Sunday, November 30, 2025. 

(5) All parishioners ought to go to confession during the Nativity Fast, which may be heard after any Vespers. If 

you are unable to attend Vespers, please call the Rectory at 201-436-3244 to make an appointment. 

(6) The Spirit of Orthodoxy Choir is giving a Christmas Concert at St. John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church 

in Little Falls, New Jersey on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 3:00 PM. Donation: $15. For information, see flyer 

in church vestibule. 

 

 


