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November 16, 2025 / 1st Sunday of the Nativity Fast (Tone 6) 

 

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION IN TONE SIX 
 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; / the guards became as dead men. / Mary stood by Thy grave, / seeking 

Thy most pure body. / Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. / Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting 

life. / O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, // glory to Thee.   
 

TROPARION OF ST. MATTHEW IN TONE THREE 
 

With zeal didst thou follow Christ the Master, / Who, in His goodness, appeared on earth to mankind. / 

Summoning thee from the customs house, / He revealed thee as a chosen apostle: / the proclaimer of the Gospel 

to the whole world. / Therefore, divinely eloquent Matthew, / we honor thy precious memory. // Entreat the 

merciful God that He may grant our souls remission of transgressions! 
 

• Choir sings troparion of Apostles Peter & Paul 
 

• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

RESURRECTIONAL KONTAKION IN TONE SIX 
 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, / raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand, / 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race. // He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of 

all. 
 

PROKEIMENON IN TONE SIX 
 

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! 

v. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! 

Prokeimenon in Tone Eight: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of 

the universe. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (2:4-10). 

 Brethren, God's mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is so great, that while we were spiritually dead 

in our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ. It is by God's grace that you have been saved. In our union 

with Christ Jesus he raised us up with him to rule with him in the heavenly world. He did this to demonstrate for 

all time to come the extraordinary greatness of his grace in the love he showed us in Christ Jesus. For it is by 

God's grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own efforts, but God's gift, so that 

no one can boast about it. God has made us what we are, and in our union with Christ Jesus he has created us for 

a life of good deeds, which he has already prepared for us to do. 

 

 

 



The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (4:9-16). 

 Brethren, for it seems to me that God has given the very last place to us apostles, like people condemned 

to die in public as a spectacle for the whole world of angels and of human beings. For Christ's sake we are fools; 

but you are wise in union with Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! We are despised, but you are honored! 

To this very moment we go hungry and thirsty; we are clothed in rags; we are beaten; we wander from place to 

place; we wear ourselves out with hard work. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; 

when we are insulted, we answer back with kind words. We are no more than this world's garbage; we are the 

scum of the earth to this very moment! I write this to you, not because I want to make you feel ashamed, but to 

instruct you as my own dear children. For even if you have ten thousand guardians in your Christian life, you 

have only one father. For in your life in union with Christ Jesus I have become your father by bringing the Good 

News to you. I beg you, then, to follow my example. 
 

ALLELUIA IN TONE SIX 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

v. He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the heavenly God. 

v. He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I trust.” 

v. The heavens will praise Thy wonders, O Lord; and Thy truth in the congregation of the saints. 
 

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (10:25-37). 

           Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he answered and said, “’You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and 

‘your neighbor as yourself.’” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he, 

wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain 

man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded 

him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw 

him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed 

by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had 

compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own 

animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, 

gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come 

again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” 

And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (9:9-13). 

 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to 

him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that 

behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees 

saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard 

that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn 

what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 

repentance.” 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, 

and their words to the ends of the universe. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

SAINTS COMMEMORATED TODAY 
 

Commemorated on November 16: Apostle & Evangelist Matthew; St. Fulvian, Prince of Ethiopia; Hieromartyr 

Hypatius, Bishop of Gangra; Virgin-martyr Iphigenia of Ethiopia; Hieromartyr Fidentius the Armenian, Bishop 

of Padua; St. Eucherius, Archbishop of Lyon; St. Othmar, Abbot & Founder of Abbey of St. Gall (Switzerland); 



St. Aelfric of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canterbury; St. Gobrain, Bishop of Vannes (Brittany); St. Africus, Bishop 

of Comminges; St. Sergius of Malopinega. 
 

TODAY’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

Sanctuary Lamp offered by Reader Stephen Wasilewski for the health of Melissa King. Triple Candelabra 

offered by Fr. W. Sophrony Royer in memory of Brenda Royer. Sacramental Bread offered by Reader Stephen 

Wasilewski for the health of Tais Fedetz. 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
 

6:00 PM (Thursday) – Great Vespers w. Lity [Entry of Virgin Mary into Temple] 

9:30 AM (Friday) – Divine Liturgy [Entry of Virgin Mary into Temple] 

5:00 PM (Saturday) – Great Vespers 

9:20 AM (Sunday) – Third Hour & Divine Liturgy 
 

PARISH NEWS AND LOCAL EVENTS 
 

(1) Information about St. Olga’s Closet, a ministry to provide material support to St. Tikhon’s seminarians, is 

available in the church vestibule. Please consider how you can help! Donated items may be left in the church hall. 

Another option is the donation of gift cards in increments of $25 from Amazon, Weis (supermarket), T.J. Maxx, 

and Target, which we can collect and mail to St. Olga’s Closet.  

(3) The Sunday before Thanksgiving is "IOCC Sunday.” Your contributions using the "charity envelope" will be 

earmarked for the benefit of IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities). If you don't use church envelopes, 

put your offering in a plain envelope marked “IOCC Sunday.” A basket will also be set out after today’s and next 

Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

(3) The Annual Parish Meeting shall be held in the church hall on Sunday, November 23, 2025 after Divine 

Liturgy. 

(4) Our parish’s FOCA chapter is participating in the FOCA-sponsored “St. Nicholas Wish List Program,” which 

gives Christmas gifts to seminarian families at the OCA’s three seminaries. Our parish’s chapter has the Hamilton 

family from St. Vladimir’s Seminary as its gift recipient, and is requesting Amazon and Target gifts cards, and 

winter clothing in size 2T for the Hamiltons’ 1½-year-old daughter Nicholette. Donations can be given to Marge 

Kovach by Sunday, November 30, 2025. 

(5) All parishioners ought to go to confession during the Nativity Fast, which may be heard after any Vespers. If 

you are unable to attend Vespers, please call the Rectory at 201-436-3244 to make an appointment. 

 

 


