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DECEMBER 14, 2025 / 5TH SUNDAY OF THE NATIVITY FAST (TONE 2)

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION IN TONE TWO

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, / Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. /
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, / all the powers of heaven cried out: // “O Giver of life,
Christ our God, glory to Thee!”

TROPARION OF HOLY FOREFATHERS IN TONE TWO

Through faith Thou didst justify the Forefathers, / betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles. / These
saints exult in glory, / for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit: / she who bore Thee without seed. // So by
their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us!

o Choir sings troparion of Apostles Peter & Paul
o Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

KONTAKION OF HOLY FOREFATHERS IN TONE SIX

You did not worship the graven image, / O thrice-blessed ones, / but armed with the immaterial Essence of God,
/ you were glorified in a trial by fire. / From the midst of unbearable flames you called on God, crying: / “Hasten,
O compassionate One! / Speedily come to our aid, // for Thou art merciful and able to do as Thou dost will!”

PROKEIMENON IN TONE FOUR

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever!
v. For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us!

THE EPISTLE

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians (3:4-11).

Brethren, your real life is Christ and when he appears, then you too will appear with him and share his
glory! You must put to death, then, the earthly desires at work in you, such as sexual immorality, indecency, lust,
evil passions, and greed (for greed is a form of idolatry). Because of such things God's anger will come upon
those who do not obey him. At one time you yourselves used to live according to such desires, when your life
was dominated by them. But now you must get rid of all these things: anger, passion, and hateful feelings. No
insults or obscene talk must ever come from your lips. Do not lie to one another, for you have put off the old self
with its habits and have put on the new self. This is the new being which God, its Creator, is constantly renewing
in his own image, in order to bring you to a full knowledge of himself. As a result, there is no longer any
distinction between Gentiles and Jews, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarians, savages, slaves, and free, but
Christ is all, Christ is in all.



ALLELUIA IN TONE SIX

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
v. Moses and Aaron were among His priests, Samuel also was among those who called on His Name.
v. They called to the Lord and He answered them.

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (14:16-24).

Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper
time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one accord began
to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to
have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to
have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came
and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the
blind.” And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.” Then the master said
to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.
"For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.””

COMMUNION HYMN

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits
the just! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

SAINTS COMMEMORATED TODAY

Commemorated on December 14: Sunday of the Holy Forefathers. Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, Callinicus, and
Companions, of Bithynia; Martyrs Apollonius, Philemon, Arianus, Theoctychus, and four guards converted by
St. Arianus, of Alexandria; Martyr Hypatius of Egypt and 36 Companions; St. Pompeius, Bishop of Pavia; St.
Matronian of Milan; St. Viator, Bishop of Bergamo; Hieromartyr Nicasius, Bishop of Rheims, with his sister,
Martyr Eutropia, and Companions; St. Agnellus, Abbot of San Gaudioso Abbey; St. Venantius Fortunatus, Bishop
of Poitiers; St. Hybald, Abbot of Bardney Abbey; St. Folcwin, Bishop of Thérouanne; St. Leucius, Founder of
the Dormition Hermitage in Volokolamsk.

TODAY’S PARASTAS

Parastas in memory of Mitred Archpriest John Chepeleff (our parish’s first resident priest) after Divine Liturgy.

TODAY’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS

Sanctuary Lamp offered by Reader Stephen Wasilewski for the health of Melissa King.

UPCOMING SERVICES

5:00 PM (Saturday) — Great Vespers
9:20 AM (Sunday) — Third Hour & Divine Liturgy

PARISH NEWS AND LOCAL EVENTS

(1) Information about St. Olga’s Closet, a ministry to provide material support to St. Tikhon’s seminarians, is
available in the church vestibule. Please consider how you can help! Donated items may be left in the church hall.
Another option is the donation of gift cards in increments of $25 from Amazon, Weis (supermarket), T.J. Maxx,
and Target, which we can collect and mail to St. Olga’s Closet.

(2) The Annual Parish Meeting is today after Divine Liturgy.

(3) All parishioners ought to go to confession during the Nativity Fast, which may be heard after any Vespers. If
you are unable to attend Vespers, please call the Rectory at 201-436-3244 to make an appointment.



(4) St. Mary’s Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church on 29th Street is having its Christmas Bake Sale. Call (201)
436-5549 for information.

(5) The Spirit of Orthodoxy Choir is giving a Christmas Concert at St. John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church
in Little Falls, New Jersey today at 3:00 PM. Donation: $15. For information, see flyer in church vestibule.

(6) The Carpathian Club invites all our parishioners and visitors to its annual Christmas Social, which

shall be held after Divine Liturgy on Christmas Day in the club hall behind the church building.

Remember to support the parish every time you shop!
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Stop&Shopr

ShopRite, Stop & Shop, and Acme gifts cords ovailoble for purchose in the church vestibule.




