
  

Today’s Memorial Offering 
 Sanctuary Lamp – in memory of 

Joseph Macinsky, on Anniversary of his Birth – 
by Mary Macinsky.  

 Candles on the Altar – memory of 
Paraska & Mitro Berezny – by Cathryn 
Christensen.  
 

Saving the Songs We Sing to God 
     On January 20 the Church remembers the Abbot and 
Confessor Ekvtime (or Euthymius) Kereselidze of Georgia, 
who had a special love for the liturgical music of the 
Georgian Church. He did his most important work of 
saving that music during the terrible years of Communist 
domination in his home country. 
     Born in a small Georgian village in 1865, Evstate (his birth 
name) was raised by Christian parents. But conditions in the 
village were harsh and unpromising, so when he was fifteen, 
Evstate went to the capital city of Tbilisi to find work. There he 
met other young people who shared his love of the music of 
the Church. They also had a common desire to strengthen the 
Georgian people in their understanding of the Church's 
teachings. For the next several years they worked together to 
publish and distribute various theological texts. 
     By 1912 Evstate was ready to make a profound change in 
his life – it was actually something that had been in his heart 
and mind for many years. He went to the Gelati Monastery, a 
center of prayer and learning near the town of Kutaisi. The 
monastery had been built in the 11th century by the beloved 
Georgian King David, known as “the Builder.” 
     When 1912 ended, Evstate had completed his time as a 
novice, and then had been tonsured a monk with the name 
“Ekvtime” by the monastery's abbot. The next year he was 
ordained to the diaconate, and in 1917 to the priesthood. 
     But 1917 brought great trouble to the Georgian Church, as 
the power of the Communists grew. They became especially 
influential in Kutaisi, and in 1924 they burned down the 
cathedral there, killing the Metropolitan of Kutaisi and the 
priests who served with him. All clergy were suspect, and 
everyone was in danger. As people tried to flee to the capital, 

they killed thousands on the road between 
Kutaisi and Tbilisi. Fr. Ekvtime himself was 
arrested but later released for lack of evidence. 
     He was determined to preserve the ancient 
manuscripts of hymns he had been working to 
transcribe to Western musical notation. He hid 
them in a cart, and managed to get them safely 
to a town near Tbilisi. Later, as the Communists 
continued to murder clergy and obliterate 
churches, he guarded the treasured documents, 
knowing they too would have been destroyed if 
they had fallen into Communist hands. A 
priceless part of the Church's tradition of worship 
would have been lost forever. 
     In 1929, Fr. Ekvtime moved to Zedazeni 
Monastery, and there he concealed the 
manuscripts in metal containers, burying them 
underground. Six years later, he gave the 
documents, containing almost 6000 liturgical 
chants and songs, to Georgia's State Museum. 
   By 1944, he was exhausted from his labors and 
from the fear and distress caused by ongoing 
persecution of the Church. He died that year. 
Psalm 81 urges us to “sing aloud to God our 
strength.” Fr. Ekvtime preserved the Georgian 
Church's musical heritage so that its people 
could continue to sing to Him. 
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Intercessory Prayer 

THE LIVING: 
Eva Benda, Theodore & Valentina Benda, 
Cathryn Christensen, Olga DeMay, Marianne 
Guagenti, George Hook, Peter Mazula, 
Walter Milk, Helen Pirniak, Stephen & Lillian 
Sokol, Faith Verona, Elizabeth Zuber.   

THE DEPARTED: 
Olga Stecher, Michael Moroch, Peter Kalada, 
Benedict Benda, Georgette Saba, Matilda 
Skripak, Andrew Bacsik, Helen Pawlush, 
Mary Milk, Antonina Rotko, Helen Cotrone, 
June Bianchini, Marianne Benda.   

 Wine for the Holy Eucharist – in memory of 
Peter Joyce Berezny – by Cathryn Christensen.  

Announcements  
 The blessing of homes has begun. Please 

sign up at the candle desk or call Father Igor for an 
appointment. Please indicate days and times that are 
most convenient for you.  
 Save the date! – Ice Skating on Sun. Feb. 10. 

Gathering at 1:30pm in our church hall. For more info, 
please contact Marge Kovach, 732-815-9765 
mjkovach@aol.com, or see a flyer on the bulletin board.  
 Stop&Shop, A&P and ShopRite Shopping 

Cards are available at the candle-stand. Do your 
shopping as you always do it, and help our church raise 
funds at no additional cost to you.  

Birthday Greetings 
Happy Birthday to Stephen Wasilewski and to all who 
celebrate their Birthdays in the month of January. May 
God grant you good health and happiness for Many 
Years!  Mnogaya Leta!  

Congratulation 
to our newest parishioner, Alexandra Nicole Cimpoes, 
who yesterday was Baptized in our Church. Welcome to 
our spiritual family! May God bless and preserve you, 
your parents, and all your family in good health for Many 
Years! Mnogaya Leta!   

January 20, 2013 
33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 9:10am – 3rd & 6th Hour   
 9:25am – Churching of Child – newly 

Baptized Alexandra Nicole Cimpoes  
 9:30am – Divine Liturgy 
              Epistle:      Col. 1:12-18 
              Gospel:     Lk. 18:35-43 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 
6:00pm – Great Vespers, Confessions 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 
9:10am – Hours,  Confessions        
9:30am – Divine Liturgy  

Visit us online at: 
www.SsPeterAndPaulBayonne.org  

 
If you have information to be included in weekly 

bulletin, please email it by Wednesday to 
Fr.IgorKsn@gmail.com  
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